











THE ACHIEVEMENTS
of Community Train-
ing Centres nation-
wide over the past 40
years were recently
celebrated at a special
ruby anniversary
event in the Print-
works Room of Dublin
Castle. Representa-
tives from Community
Training Centres in
Blanchardstown, Kyle-
more, Ronanstown
and Cherry Orchard,
were on hand to re-
ceive a specially-com-
missioned plaque
from the Minister for
Education and Skills,
Richard Bruton TD,
who congratulated the
centres on their
achievements on be-
half of young people.
A competition to de-
sign alogo for the 40th
anniversary celebra-
tion was open to all
Community Training
Centre participants
and was won, follow-
ing stiff competition,
by a learner from the
Kylemore Community
Training Centre in Bal-
lyfermot.

For the past four
decades, Community
Training Centres na-
tionwide have been

providing  second-
chance education to
early school leavers,
with over 100,000
young people sup-
ported in making the
transition to work or
further education.
Nurturing Talents
Mary Kearney,
Chair of Kylemore
Community Training
Centre, commented:
"2017 is a very
special year as we cel-
ebrate the achieve-
ments of our
community training
centres and learners
over the years. From
the beginning, Com-
munity Training Cen-
tres had, in general,
three significant char-
acteristics which they
still  retain  today.
Firstly, we are firmly
rooted in our local
community. Secondly,
programmes are
based on experiential
learning with recog-
nised qualifications.
Thirdly, and perhaps
most importantly, the
programme is focused
on individual learner
needs. These princi-
ples hold true, and are
as apt today, as they
ever were despite the

Pictured at a special ruby anniversary awards event in the Printworks Room of Dublin Castle celebrating
40 years of Community Training Centres

very different educa-
tional, training, em-
ployment and societal
landscapes.

"For many young
people, when they
first came through our
doors  they had
reached a point where
life's possibilities had
seemed out of reach.
Some had come to feel
excluded from areas of
life that give us all a
sense of meaning and

belonging, both in our
communities and in
the workplace. It has
been our greatest hon-
our to be able to sup-
port so many young
people in developing
their skills and nurtur-
ing their talents in
order to reach their
full potential. As a vol-
untary director, |,
along with all our
Community Training
Centre Boards, am
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proud to be associated
with supporting our
learners on their life
journey."

Commenting on
the 40th anniversary
celebrations of Com-
munity Training Cen-
tres across the
country, the Minister
for Education and
Skills, Richard Bruton
TD, said:

"Returning to ed-
ucation and support-

ing lifelong learning
are a key priority for
this Government and
over the lifetime of the
National Skills Strat-
egy to 2025 we aim to
more than double cur-
rent participation
rates. For an early
school leaver, the de-
cision to return to ed-
ucation in a
Community Training
Centre offers a life-
changing opportunity
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Community training centres nationwide celebrate 40
years of supporting young people to live their dreams

to re-engage in learn-
ing, to develop per-
sonal and in-demand
skills, and to progress
to further and higher
education and to re-
warding career oppor-
tunities."

Adapting to
Changing Needs

Guss O'Connell,
Chairperson of the
Irish Association of
Community Training
Organisations, the na-
tional representative
body for the network
of 35 Community
Training Centres na-
tionwide, com-
mented:

"The key element
of the success of Com-
munity Training Cen-
tres has been putting
the learner at the core
of everything that we
do. We work with each
person to form a per-
sonalised individual
learning plan that
looks at where they
have come from,
where they want to get
to, and how we are
going to get there to-
gether. Of course,
while this year we cel-
ebrate our ruby an-
niversary, our sights
are firmly set on the

next 40 years. For as
long as young people
need our support, we
will never stop ensur-
ing that we remain
nimble and in touch
so that we continue to
remain relevant and
responsive in adapt-
ing to changing
needs."

Community
Training Centres are a
primary delivery
model for the Educa-
tion Training Boards'
strand of the
Youthreach pro-
gramme. Since 1977,
they have been pro-
viding a wide range of
quality-assured edu-
cational, employment
training and life skills
development pro-
grammes in local
communities to sup-
port early school
leavers under 25 years
in the transition to
further education and
the workplace. Com-
munity Training Cen-
tres are funded by the
Department of Educa-
tion & Skills through
SOLAS and local Edu-
cation and Training
Boards.
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The missing Garda in Dublin West

CLLR PAUL DON-
NELLY has said that
the figures he re-
ceived from the Joint
Policing Committee
(JPC) has shown a

massive drop in
Garda numbers
since the employ-
ment embargo was
introduced and also
a significant 14% in-

crease in burglaries
in from July to De-
cember 2016.

Cllr Donnelly
said “l understood
that we were strug-

gling with Garda
numbers in our re-
gion however the fig-
ures presented to the
JPC on foot of my
questions is utterly

shocking”

“There figures
show that we lost 1
inspector, 12 Ser-
geants and 30 Gardai
since the introduc-
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tion of the embargo
on recruitment. The
numbers are star-
tling, we had 5 In-
spectors, 29
Sergeants 154 Gardai
several years ago and
now are atan all time
low of 4 Inspectors,
17 Sergeants, and
134 Gardai.

“The people of
Dublin West know
the real effects on the

other day in Mulhud-
dart, citizens made
an arrest of an indi-
vidual who assaulted
a young mother and
tried to steal her car,
many involved com-
mented on the
length of time it took
to get a Garda re-
sponse whilst ordi-
nary citizens held
this person on the
ground”.

“This poor re-
sponse time to re-
quests from citizens
in not unusual, de-
spite the profession-

who work relent-
lessly to provide a
quality service to the
community”.

“Fine Gael claim
to be the party of
“law and Order”. The
reality is much dif-
ferent on the ground
for the people of
Dublin West.

“The people
want a government
that takes its role of
providing the correct
number of Gardai for
the people of Dublin

ground. Just the alism of the Gardai  West”.
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Slimming World

CELBRIDGE (Barnhall Rugby Club)
beside the entrance to Hewlett Packard, Parsonstown.
TUESDAY at 3.30pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
CLONDALKIN Green Isle Hotel
WEDNESDAY 9.30am, 11.30am. THURSDAY 9.30am
Contact Martine 089 448 2127
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With a loan from Ballyfermot Credit Union

Balbyfermot Credif Unicn Lid s regulaied by the Castral Bank of frelend. fieg Ne. 171CU
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This mey cBect your cred rafing, which may limit your chility ko oocess further credit in the huure.

Total cost of Credit €513.64
Rate : 11.35% Apr [ Weekly)
Loans are subject to approval.
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7 Day Express
Carvery Lunch from 12pm
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from 4.30pm
Carvery on the Day

LIVE MUSIC from 4pm
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Great night out at the Lucan Co Bar

LUCAN

THE COUNTY BAR

beside the Spa Hotel

MONDAYS

BARRY & ADO PLUS
BINGO
with Compere Joe Thomas

1st TUESDAYS
of the MONTH

Texas Hold’em from 8.30pm |

SN | [VE ENTERTAINMENT
/“"’ ROD & ST PATRICK’S DAY —- CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP Cg

_ 130 D\% 6 The Carl Phillips Show g
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Y , - . . Frlday 24th Ireland v Wales followed by Vertlgo
Saturday 29th April — Ireland’s Finest Johnny Cash Tribute Saturday 25th Million Days Band

V‘/ ALK THE LINE : Finbarr Coady e-8pom Brian Conway o-11pm
Friday 31st Men in Black featuring Karl Quinlivan

('m/. FUNCTION %”‘ Saturday 1st Access all Era’s
, Sunday 2nd Smashing Monkeys g9pm

e L
% RO OM w SPECIAL SPORTS PRICES & SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12.30-7pm
"y available for Birthdays, Pints from €3.60 * Long Necks from €3.70

Annlversarles, Funerals, Meetlngs & Gatherln S ALL THE BIG SPORTING EVENTS, RACING, FOOTBALL ON THE BIG SCREENS

Celebrate with us. Call (01) 628 3075. | DECIES ROAD, BALLYFERMOT. PH 01 6233 608 |
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Selection of Sheets | \Wooden Blinds
Single, Double, King all €4

‘ slefi_(:)n.oTc colours_ HALF P R I CE

Limited time only.
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Soft Touch Luxury .
v Flannelette Pillowcase 100% B
Single €15 Brushed Cotton
Doutle €21 was €8 now €4 Large Throws
in
’ now only €7

Open Monday to Saturday 9am-6pm
THE BEDLINEN WAREHOUSE LTD — 288 Ballyfermot Road, Dublin 10

T. 01 6208611 | E: bwarehouse@hotmail.co.uk | www.myduvet.com



